Curriculum Unit Template

	GRADE LEVEL:          6

	COURSE / SUBJECT:          General Music

	UNIT OF STUDY:          Guitar

	THEME / ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S)
· Why do people play instruments?
· [bookmark: _gjdgxs]How do people play instruments?
· How do musicians use notation?
· What is the difference between standard notation and guitar tablature?
· How are critical thinking and listening skills accessed through instrument playing?

	STANDARDS
	ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS                 What are the long term, big-ideas of content I want students to understand?
	KNOWLEDGE / SKILLS                                                                                                                  What do I want Students to Know & Be Able to Do?

	
	
	

	
Massachusetts State Standards:
2. Reading and Notation. Students will read music written in standard notation, 

3. Playing Instruments. Students will play instruments, alone and with others, to perform a varied repertoire of music.

4. Improvisation and Composition: Students will improvise, compose, and arrange music.
	· Playing an instrument provides people with the means of learning musical and developmental skills.
· Reading and notating music are essential to music literacy.
· Musicians use notation to perform on their instruments.
· Guitar is both a melodic and accompaniment instrument.
· Critical listening and thinking skills learned through music are essential to a successful, comprehensive educational experience.
	· Recognize notes and rhythms in standard notation and guitar tablature
· Employ proper guitar playing position, care, and technique
· Recognize melodic direction
· Interpret melodic notation
· Interpret rhythmic notation
· Perform melodies on guitar
· Perform chordal accompaniment on guitar
· Perform strummed guitar parts by improvising rhythmically over specified chord progressions 
· Critique musical performances

	ASSESSMENT:  How will I know they have learned?    What will be the evidence?
· Summative performance assessment (via performance and recording)
· Formative performance assessments throughout unit (via performance)
· Peer assessment (pairs and small groups)
· Self-assessment (during in-class practice)
· Observe student progress with notation reading and playing technique

	TECHNOLOGY & RELATED CONTENT INTEGRATION:
· Audio and video recordings (iPhone, iPad)
· Notation software (Sibelius)
· Recording software (GarageBand)
· Projector/ENO board
· iPod
· Photobooth



