Curriculum Unit Template

	GRADE LEVEL:          6

	COURSE / SUBJECT:          General Music

	UNIT OF STUDY:          Tonal

	THEME / ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S)
· What information do musicians discover in decoding tonal notation?
· Why do musicians read tonal notation?
· How are melody and harmony different?
· How are musical tones notated?

	STANDARDS
	ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS                 What are the long term, big-ideas of content I want students to understand?
	KNOWLEDGE / SKILLS                                                                                                                  What do I want Students to Know & Be Able to Do?

	
	
	

	
Massachusetts State Standards:
1. Singing. Students will sing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music 

2. Reading and Notation. Students will read music written in standard notation, 

3. Playing Instruments. Students will play instruments, alone and with others, to perform a varied repertoire of music.

4. Improvisation and Composition: Students will improvise, compose, and arrange music.
5. Critical Response. Students will describe and analyze their own music and the music of others using appropriate music vocabulary. When appropriate, students will connect their analysis to interpretation and evaluation.

	· Musicians decode tonal notation.
· Tonal notation helps musicians hear what they see and see what they hear.
· Notes are organized into patterns.
· Melody and harmony are essential elements of music.
	· Echo basic tonal patterns from familiar songs
· Sing basic tonal patterns from familiar songs
· Sing songs in a variety of meters and modes
· Identify various notes by name and tonal syllable
· Read tonal notation in various modes
· Manipulate tonal patterns into identifiable forms
· Create tonal composition using voice, instruments, and ostinato patterns
· Write tonal notation using the treble clef
· Decode heard neutral tonal patterns into tonal syllables
· Formulate tonal responses that are related to, but different from, given examples

	ASSESSMENT:  How will I know they have learned?    What will be the evidence?
· Written tonal ideas manipulated into specified forms
· Sing tonal patterns from written notation
· Decode and sing or write tonal patterns from auditory examples
· Written and recorded student compositions in specified form
· Self-assessment of tonal accuracy in performance (singing, playing)
· Observe students’ improvised responses to conversational solfege

	TECHNOLOGY & RELATED CONTENT INTEGRATION:
· Audio and video recordings (iPhone, iPad)
· Notation software (Sibelius)
· Projector/ENO board
· [bookmark: _gjdgxs]iPod



