MASHPEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS—LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE
	CONTENT/LESSON PLAN--(Title):  Theme and Variations Unit

	Grade level:  6
	Estimated Time (Minutes):  45
	Unit #:  1
	Lesson #: 5

	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  How does the musical form of theme and variations function?

	STANDARDS
Massachusetts State Standards:
1. Singing. Students will sing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music 
2. Reading and Notation. Students will read music written in standard notation, 
3. Playing Instruments. Students will play instruments, alone and with others, to perform a varied repertoire of music.
4. Improvisation and Composition: Students will improvise, compose, and arrange music.
5. Critical Response. Students will describe and analyze their own music and the music of others using appropriate music vocabulary. When appropriate, students will connect their analysis to interpretation and evaluation.
8. Concepts of Style, Stylistic Influence, and Stylistic Change. Students will demonstrate their understanding of styles, stylistic influence, and stylistic change by identifying when and where art works were created, and by analyzing characteristic features of art works from various historical periods, cultures, and genres.

	[bookmark: _gjdgxs]LEARNING TARGET(s)
I can identify musical themes, and explain how musical variations have similarities and differences to the theme.
I can identify the musical form of theme and variations.
	SUCCESS CRITERIA
If I can…
-Identify musical theme
-Find how variations relate to theme
-Find how variations are different from theme
-Recognize theme and variations in recorded music.


	ASSESSMENT (How will I track student learning?  If using rubric/checklist—please indicate/attach.)

* Class discussion identifying and singing the musical theme of “American Salute”
* Written rhythmic examples using specific musical forms
* Class participation in physical representation of various musical forms (movement)
* Recorded assessment of students playing musical theme on pitched percussion instruments

	
	Exceeds
	Meets
	Progressing
	Needs Improvement

	Accuracy of Playing Musical Theme
	Performs the correct notes with a steady beat and expressive quality.
	Performs the correct notes with a steady beat.
	Performs with mostly correct notes and a steady beat most of the time.
	Performs with only some correct notes or with little or no steady beat. 

	Mallet Technique
	Plays pitched percussion instrument with correct mallet hold and placement, utilizing dynamics. 
	Plays pitched percussion instrument with correct mallet hold and placement. 
	Plays pitched percussion instrument with mostly correct mallet hold and/or placement. 
	Plays pitched percussion instrument without correct mallet hold and placement. 




	CONTENT/BIG IDEA CONCEPTS (What will my students UNDERSTAND—about the content and/or the topic?):
* Musical themes are the main idea or motif of a musical composition.
* Musical variations are related to the theme, but changed somehow. They are still recognizable as having elements of the theme present.



	ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE/SKILLS (What is new that my students will KNOW and/or BE ABLE TO DO?)
* Students will know that a musical theme means the main idea or motif of a musical composition
* Students will be able to identify and perform specific musical themes, using pitched percussion and their singing voices.
* Students will be able to identify and demonstrate specific musical forms, using written notation and movement.



	LESSON SEQUENCE (What will my students do to learn the material?  How will they understand/practice something new?)
1. Practice decoding duple and triple rhythm patterns spoken and written on white boards to warm up and prepare for future activities.
2. Demonstrate how to complete a “Create From These Patterns” worksheet, then let students complete as individuals. Check student work by having them read their rhythms aloud.
3. Let students pick a musical form identification card, discuss what movements will be associated with each section, and then physically move to the beat of a drum played by the teacher.
4. Teacher sings “When Johnny Comes Marching Home”, the musical theme of “American Salute.” Discuss lyrics, meaning, history, and culture. Students sing “When Johnny Comes Marching Home.”
5. Practice and assess triple rhythms with a beanbag for preparation to sing and perform future songs.
6. Practice and play a musical theme, “Bells in the Steeple,” on pitched percussion instruments. Record student performance for assessment.



	INSTRUCTIONAL TOOLS, RESOURCES, MATERIALS  

White boards/markers/erasers
Rhythmic notation paper (“Create From These Patterns”)/pencils
Form identification cards
Drum (tubano or conga)
Recording of “American Salute”
Notation of “When Johnny Comes Marching Home” (via ENO board/document camera)
Beanbag
Barred percussion instruments/mallets
Recording device (iPad)



	INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 
How will learning be structured?

*Whole class mini-lesson on creating with rhythm
*Individual written work creating rhythms
*Whole class interactive movement activity
*Whole class active listening and singing
*Individual reading of rhythmic passages
*Explicit instruction in playing “Bells in the Steeple” - whole-class modeling and guided practice
	9 Core Instructional Practices:
1. Set clear goals aligned to state content standards and plan lessons and learning activities that will promote student understanding of the goals.
2. Create a content and literacy rich classroom environment that supports the learning of the full range of learners, including ELL, learning disabled and gifted students.
3. Provide explicit instruction and practice in the relevant application of reading, writing, and speaking as these skills apply to learning a given concept in a given content area.
4. Provide explicit instruction in content/domain specific as well as more general academic language.
5. Create opportunities for students to exercise expressive language, including both speaking and writing, to support the development of reasoning and conceptual understanding and to demonstrate new learning articulately.  
6. Promote higher order thinking through the use of developmentally appropriate questions and assignments that challenge students to engage in analysis, synthesis, application, and creation of knowledge from multiple sources and through diverse means. 
7. Demonstrate the strategic and skillful use of learning tools and devices, including digital technology, to support a given learning purpose.
8. Make frequent and effective use of a range of formative and summative assessments that demonstrate the degree to which each student met the learning goals and learned the key skills/knowledge taught.
9. Provide instruction in and opportunities for students to construct arguments and critique the reasoning of others, based on evidence, in all disciplines and ways of communicating.  
**ACCOUNTABLE TALK
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