Curriculum Unit Template

	GRADE LEVEL:          4

	COURSE / SUBJECT:          General Music

	UNIT OF STUDY:          Songs Around the World (Africa)

	THEME / ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S)
· What uses do songs have in other cultures?
· What kinds of stories do songs tell?
· How have people shared songs through history?
· What meanings do songs have for people?

	STANDARDS
	ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS                 What are the long term, big-ideas of content I want students to understand?
	KNOWLEDGE / SKILLS                                                                                                                  What do I want Students to Know & Be Able to Do?

	
	
	

	
Massachusetts State Standards:
1. Singing. Students will sing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music 

2. Reading and Notation. Students will read music written in standard notation.

3. Playing Instruments. Students will play instruments, alone and with others, to perform a varied repertoire of music.

5. Critical Response. Students will describe and analyze their own music and the music of others using appropriate music vocabulary. When appropriate, students will connect their analysis to interpretation and evaluation.

6. Purposes and Meanings in the Arts: Students will describe the purposes for which works of dance, music, theater, visual arts, and architecture were and are created, and, when appropriate, interpret their meanings.
8. Concepts of Style, Stylistic Influence, and Stylistic Change. Students will demonstrate their understanding of styles, stylistic influence, and stylistic change by identifying when and where art works were created, and by analyzing characteristic features of art works from various historical periods, cultures, and genres.
	· People all around the world sing.
· These songs come from heritage and culture.
· These songs tell stories.
· These songs have meaning to people.
	· Compare and contrast a variety of songs for their musical and cultural characteristics
· Recognize the effect of cultural context on song styles
· Identify and respond to differences in pitch, dynamics, tempo, rhythm, form, instrumentation
· Recognize melodic direction
· Compare and contrast melodic and rhythmic phrases
· Sing songs from and about a variety of African countries
· Describe what makes a song a folk song
· Perform traditional African singing games

	ASSESSMENT:  How will I know they have learned?    What will be the evidence?
· Observe student responses to differences in pitch, dynamics, tempo, rhythm, form, instrumentation (class discussion, movement activities, singing, playing)
· Observe and record student performances of various African songs and games
· Observe and record student performances of rhythms and harmonies on a variety of instruments

	TECHNOLOGY & RELATED CONTENT INTEGRATION:
· Audio and video recordings (iPhone, iPad)
· Notation software (Sibelius)
· Projector/ENO board
· iPod
· [bookmark: _gjdgxs]MacBook (Photobooth)



